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Q: Today is June 9, 2003. This is an interview with Yale Richmond. This is being done on
behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training. I'm Charles Stuart Kennedy.
Do you go by Yale?

RICHMOND: Yes.
Q: How did you get the name Yale?

RICHMOND: It's a long story. I'm of Jewish origin and the name in Hebrew is Yoel, which
in English is Joel, but my parents, both of them being immigrants, wanted to sound more
Anglo and they changed Yoel and Joel to Yale, unfortunately for me.

Q: I don't know if you ever run across Princeton Lyman.
RICHMOND: Yes, and there was a Harvard Wetherbee in the State Department, too.

Q: Princeton Lyman's family came from Eastern Europe, Jewish origin. They took a look
around and named his sons Yale, Princeton, Harvard, Stanford, and then Clinton.
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When were you born?
RICHMOND: | was born in Boston in 1923.

Q: Could you tell me a little about the background of your father's family and then your
mother's family?

RICHMOND: My father came from a place in Russia which used to be called Bessarabia
and is now the Republic of Moldova. His family were rather upper middle class people
considering the situation there. His father was a land surveyor and a steward on a large
estate owned by an absentee landlord. So my father grew up in a very rich agricultural
area. When he became 17 and eligible for the Russian draft, which is 15 years, he quickly
exited. He came to the United States in 1910.

My mother's family comes from a place a little further north in what is a historic Polish
province of Volhynia, but when she was born there, it was part of Russia. Poland had been
partitioned at the end of the 18th century. Her family were all blacksmiths on both sides, a
very important occupation in an agricultural society, not just putting shoes on horses but
repairing metal farm implements. Her family came to the United States when she was 9
and she went to a few years of elementary school and then went into a sweatshop and
worked there until she married my father.

Q: Where was she working?

RICHMOND: | don't know, but they lived in East Boston, across the river where the Logan
Airport now is. In those days, it was mixed area of old Yankee families, Irish immigrants,
and Jewish immigrants. Then it became Italian. Today it's largely Hispanic.

Q: When your father got to the United States, it was 19107
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RICHMOND: He worked for a year in New York City as a plumber's assistant but being

a farm boy he didn't like New York City and he went to work on a farm in southern New
Jersey. There was a Jewish colony there funded by a wealthy French philanthropist
named Baron de Hirsch, who believed that Jews should return to the land, which
happened generations later in Israel. My father went down there and worked on a farm for
a year and was not happy with that either for some reason. | think the farmer wanted him
to marry one of his daughters and my father didn't want that. So he went to Boston, where
he had relatives, and became a clothing cutter, a very skilled occupation in the clothing
industry where you cut up the fabric for suits and overcoats. In 1917, he was drafted into
the army and spent a year in the army at Camp Upton on Long Island and then married my
mother and had 3 children.

Q: By 1923, when you were born, you were living in East Boston?

RICHMOND: No, we were living in a place called Beachmont, which is just at the start

of Revere Beach near the Suffolk Downs racetrack. It's right on the beach. There is a
wonderful, beautiful beach, Revere Beach, which before the Depression was a rival of
Atlantic City as a resort and there is a big hill there called Beachmont. My family and all my
cousins lived there, too.

Q: How long did you live there?

RICHMOND: I lived there only a couple of years. It was really one block from the ocean
and we all suffered from colds and the grippe. It was very damp in the wintertime. Then
we moved to Roxbury, which at that time was a very lovely middle class neighborhood just
adjacent to Franklin Park, the municipal park in Boston. That's where | grew up and went
to high school and started college.

Q: What was family life like as you grew up?
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RICHMOND: It was very communal in accordance with the traditions of immigrants
from that part of the world, from Russia and Eastern Europe. It was one big kibbutz. We
socialized mostly with our relatives, of whom there were many sisters and cousins and
aunts. We saw them regularly on weekends. We fraternized with them. We celebrated
holidays together. We went to their weddings and bar mitzvahs and so forth. It was all
largely familial.

Q: Where did your family fit in in the Jewish spectrum of religion?

RICHMOND: My father had a thorough religious upbringing. He could recite parts of

the Torah by heart. But when he came to the United States, he gave it up altogether.

He always told me that there were 3 classes of fakers in the world: rabbis, doctors, and
automobile mechanics. My mother had a similar upbringing. Her father was a man who
took care of the synagogue. He taught young boys their Hebrew lessons. He officiated.

He wasn't a rabbi, but he was a sexton perhaps. He was a Melamed. That's a Hebrew
teacher, a teacher. And that's what my mother's father was and she grew up in a very strict
household, very strict Orthodox. When she got married, she left it. She had had enough of
it. We celebrated the major holidays. | was confirmed along with my brother. But we didn't
go to the synagogue. We kept a kosher house and that was about it.

Q: Where did your family fit in in politics during the late '20s/early '30s?

RICHMOND: My father was a firm follower of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. He would have
voted for him no matter what happened. They were Democrats and still are.

Q: How about the rest of the family? Was this a situation where people would get around
the table and argue like hell?

RICHMOND: We argued but not like hell. One branch of the family became very well to do,
very successful in business. They founded a glass company. They started off by walking
the streets of Boston with panes of glass on their back and every time they saw a broken

Interview with Yale Richmond http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001440



Library of Congress

window they would go up and ring the bell and say, “We'll fix the window for you.” That
became the largest independent glass distributor in New England today. It's called Karas &
Karas Glass Company.

Q: Where you stand is where you get your paycheck, | guess.
How about reading and things like this? Were you a reader as a kid?

RICHMOND: | was a reader. | was also always a sickly child, although | outlived all my
contemporaries. My mother was a great reader and she had shelves and shelves of
books. Whenever | was out with what they called the “grippe” in those days, | would sit
home and read.

Q: What were you reading?
RICHMOND: Walter Scott, De Maupassant translated into English, classics mostly.

Q: Did the outside world intrude much? Were you following events? You were old enough
to feel the Depression. How did that hit you all?

RICHMOND: Very much. My father had jobs during the whole Depression. We did not
suffer. He had a job as a clothing cutter and he never was out of work. He brought home
$50 a week on which we could live and eat comfortably, but we watched our pennies
and nickels and dimes. | worked, | sold newspapers as a boy in high school. | delivered
the “Boston Herald Traveler” and | sold the now defunct “Boston Transcript” down on the
corner of Arlington Street and Beacon Street where the “Atlantic Monthly” now has its
offices. A nice neighborhood.

Q: What sort of subjects were you interested in?

RICHMOND: | was supposed to go to Boston Latin School. | was in a rapid advancement
program which was a program in elementary school for gifted and talented children and
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we did 3 years in 2. | was supposed to go to Boston Latin and my pediatrician advised
against it. He thought it would be too much of a strain on me. My mother listened to him
rather than to the teachers. So | went to Roxbury Memorial High School. | liked English
very much because | had several good English teachers. | made up my mind | wanted to
be an English teacher. When the time came for college, | went to Boston College, a Jesuit
school, mainly because it was so inexpensive. A semester's tuition was $125 and we could
afford that.

Q: Going back to elementary and high school, do any subjects or teachers stick out in your
mind that were influential?

RICHMOND: Yes, my English teacher, Paul J. Thayer. | remember him very well. And |
had 4 years of Latin. | remember some of my Latin teachers. But it was mainly the English
teachers and my French teacher, whom we called Spike Hennessy because he was bald
as a billiard ball.

Q: How did you find the school at that point? Boston was and maybe still is renowned for
having all these ethnic splits. How did being Jewish in Boston work for you?

RICHMOND: Boston had ethnic enclaves in those days and still has some. There were
Jewish districts. A large chunk of Boston was Jewish. When Franklin D. Roosevelt came
through in 1932 campaigning, | remember seeing him. He came by cavalcade in an open
car right through that Jewish district. That was one of his strongholds. The rest of the city
was largely Irish but in the surrounding communities there were Italian enclaves, a Polish,
a large Albanian community for some reason, and an old Black community. They didn't
intermix with each other.

Q: Were there “no go” areas, areas that weren't as friendly as others?

RICHMOND: Yes. You knew there were certain areas you didn't go into if you wanted not
to get beaten up.
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Q: How about your friends? Were they mainly family?
RICHMOND: They were school friends.
Q: How was your school ethnic-wise?

RICHMOND: The school was about 1/3 Jewish, 1/3 Irish, and 1/3 Black. In those days,
you had the 2 track system. You had to elect a commercial course or a college course. We
also had the printing course for the city of Boston, so anyone who wanted to be a printer
came to our school.

Q: How did this fall out? One always thinks of the Jewish kids doing better. Did this work
that way?

RICHMOND: In the college course section, almost all the kids were Jewnot all but most of
them were Jews. They were driven by their parents. First of all, you had a long tradition of
study, people of the Book. My father and all of his contemporaries went to Hebrew schools
until they were 15 or 16. There is a long tradition of study and parents just automatically
expected that their children would study and go on to be something in the professions.

Q: You were pointed towards college?

RICHMOND: Oh, yes, | always knew that | was going to go to college and my brother also.
But not my sister. She ended up working in Jordan Marsh as a sales girl in the picture
department. She knew she was not going to college.

Q: How old was your sister compared to you?

RICHMOND: Three years older. | have a brother 3 years younger. He's a lawyer today in
Boston.

Q: How did your sister feel about this? Did you pick up any vibes?
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RICHMOND: No. Very few girls went to college in those days. In my large extended family,
only 2 girls of my contemporaries went to college. Two of my girl cousins went to college.

Q: When you went to Boston College, it's run by Jesuits? Was this a problem?

RICHMOND: It was not a problem. There were only 4 Jews in my class of about 400 and
2 of them went on to be doctors and one became a sociologist and | became a Foreign
Service Officer. | never encountered any hostility for being a Jew, but you definitely felt
you were an outsider because before every class, the lecturer, whether it was a priest

or a layman, would kneel down and recite the Lord's Prayer or Our Father. | learned it in
French. I can still recite it in French.

Q: At one time | found | could do practically any entire Catholic Mass in Italian when | was
in Naples, | went so often.

How about the Jesuit teaching? How did that fit into your aspirations?

RICHMOND: Boston College today is really a university. Like the Jesuits, it's a very
liberal place within the spectrum of Catholicism. But in those days, it was not. It was very
conservative. | think it was just really a continuation of high school. The teachers lectured.
You listened and you gave it back in the exams. There was very little discussion. It was a
rather traditional teaching system in those days, the early 1940s.

Q: The catholic diocese of Boston has always been one of the very Irish, very
conservative, hard-line aspects of Catholicism. The priest was God and that's it and don't
question it.

RICHMOND: Except for the Jesuits today.

Q: Did you get any feel of the Jesuits fighting the system?
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RICHMOND: Not in those years, no, not at all. They went along with Cardinal O'Connor,
who lived in the St. John's Seminary grounds adjacent to Boston College campus.
Cardinal Law, the outgoing cardinal, was not very happy with the Jesuits at Boston College
because they were too liberal.

Q: When you were at Boston College, how about the outside world? You were there from
when to when?

RICHMOND: '39 to '43.

Q: Even before you went to high school, how aware were you of the plight of the Jews in
Germany?

RICHMOND: Only to the extent that there were reports in the press of persecutions but we
had no idea at all that there was a Holocaust, that the Jews were being exterminated.

Q: That really hadn't happened yet.
RICHMOND: We followed that closely.
Q: Kristallnacht and all that. Was Boston a recipient of German refugees?

RICHMOND: We met some. | was at one point engaged to marry a girl from such a family.
We broke the engagement, but | was on the verge of marrying a girl whose father had
been a very wealthy owner of a textile plant in Meiningen in what became the Soviet zone
of Germany. | was very much aware of that.

Q: At college, the war was on. This must have been a major subject of interest.

RICHMOND: It was, and the Jesuits advised us all to switch to science. | changed my
major from English to physics and math and got a bachelor of science, which helped me
later on in my career.
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Q: What was the rationale for science?

RICHMOND: They thought it would be useful in the war effort, and it was because a lot of
us went into the army directly with commissions in various fields related to science.

Q: Was there an ROTC?

RICHMOND: No. This was a commuter school and most of the kids got on the streetcar
and went home at night.

Q: So for the family it was a continuation of your early life?

RICHMOND: Right. We finished college in 3 # years. In the last 2 years, they had an
accelerated program. We had a summer semester built in there, so we finished in 3 #
years. The day after | received my degree, | went into the army.

Q: You mentioned you sold newspapers. What else did you do for jobs?

RICHMOND: | sold magazines one summer job. | worked in the main post office in South
Station during the Christmas vacations sorting mail. | delivered orders for grocery stores
on Saturdays. That's about it.

Q: In 1943, you went right into the army. What did you do?

RICHMOND: In my junior year, | joinebecause | was a physics and math majosomething
called the Electronics Training Group, which was supposed to lead to radar work. We were
supposed to get commissions when we went in as second lieutenants, but | flunked the
physical because of my bad eyes and instead of going in as a second lieutenant, | went

In as a private to the Signal Corps and went through basic training at Camp Edison, New
Jersey, which was the summer home of Woodrow Wilson when he was governor of New
Jersey right on the beach at Sea Girt, New Jersey. Then | went into radio repair school.
Then the army came up with a brilliant program to keep colleges and universities open
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during the war. There was a Colonel Byroade, who later became an assistant secretary of
Army, and he thought that we ought to have some program to keep the flow of engineers
and doctors and humanists going during the war so there wouldn't be a 4 year gap. | was
selected for that program and was given my choice of foreign languages or premed or
engineering. | took the engineering because | already had the physics and math. It was a
breeze for me. They sent me to City College of New York, which in those days was a great
institution that produced many Nobel Prize winners. There | went through about # of the
electrical engineering program. We were supposed to be going to Oak Ridge, Tennessee,
which nobody had ever heard of, but by then they didn't need us at Oak Ridge and | went
again back to radio repair school.

Q: So where was radio repair school?

RICHMOND: At Camp Crowder, Missouri, which we called “Camp Crowded.” After the
war when | still didn't know what | wanted to do when | grew up, | figured | might as well
finish the engineering course and | went to Syracuse University for a year and got a
bachelor of electrical engineering magna cum laude and had 3 good job offers, one of
them from General Electric. But | was restless. | hadn't been overseas and | thought |
had missed something. So | saw on the bulletin board one day that the War Department
was looking for 100 young men and women, college graduates, to go to Germany to
work in military government as interns. In those days under the Morgenthau Plan they
were planning a 25 year occupation of Germany and they thought they ought to have
the second generation of people in line. So | said, “Here's my chance to go to Germany
and have fun for a couple of years.” | signed up, was accepted, and went to Germany
for 2 years, and worked in military government. And then when the State Department
took over the whole German operation in 1949 after the Federal Republic of Germany
was established, | was interviewed by a panel and because | had learned to speak fluent
German by then because | answered all the right questions on the interview, and because
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| had somehow managed to stay out of trouble during the occupation, | became a Foreign
Service Staff officer and eventually a Foreign Service Officer.

Q: You were in Germany as an intern from when to when?

RICHMOND: I arrived in the summer of 1947. | went first to Berlin for a month of
orientation on the Four Power occupation system. Then | went to Bavaria, where | served
for the remaining 2 years. It was in the summer of '49 that | became a Foreign Service
officer.

Q: Where were you in Bavaria?

RICHMOND: All over. | started off in Rosenheim in Oberbayern in the foothills of the Alps
learning about military government on the county and city level. Then | went to Freising,
a town just northeast of Munich, where | was executive officer in a large district of 5 or 6
counties. Then | got my own county. | was the military government officer in the second
year at Wasserburg am Inn, an old medieval city on the Inn River between Rosenheim
and Passau. There | was military governor for one year. We didn't have any authority
over Germans in those years, but the German police and legal authorities could not touch
foreigners or displaced persons and | had 2 Displaced Persons camps in the county, so
that's why | was there. Then HICOG took over.

Q: By this time the whole idea of a 25 year occupation was sort of pass#, wasn't it?

RICHMOND: Oh, yes. The Cold War had already started and we realized that Germany
had better be an ally rather than an adversary and the process began to produce an
independent Germany which could be democratic and liberal in the political sense of the
word which would be integrated into a unifying Europe which was just then emerging. So
what we did on the county level was work on the democratization program which we called
the reorientation program. What it consisted of mainly was encouraging town meetings.
The Germans had never had the tradition of a town meeting and we encouraged them to
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hold them where citizens could meet in a local gasthaus and as they sat there drinking
their beer they would question their elected officials as in a traditional New England town
meeting. That caught hold. That was a very interesting program. We also had a large film
program showing American documentary films that had been dubbed in German. We had
a projectionist who drove around in a jeep and showed films every night in gasthaus all
around the county, films about the U.S. and the rest of the world and the new Europe that
was emerging.

Q: I might mention that a gasthaus was a restaurant/beer place which was really the
center of most of these activities in these small places where people went to the same
table and sat around for generations. If you wanted to touch the nerve of the German folk
out in the country, that's where you went.

RICHMOND: It's like the pub in England or Ireland.

Q: You were there in '48 when the Berlin airlift went on. How was this viewed? Was there a
feeling that we were pretty close to war?

RICHMOND: That was only about 3 years after the end of the war. The Germans

were apprehensive. Berlin was always a flashpoint and there was always the fear that
something could happen at one of those checkpoints. If somebody shot a few rounds of
fire, you might have started World War Ill. But the Germans were very apprehensive about
that. Most of them thought that you could never save Berlin through an airlift. | remember
talking to a German who had been in the Luftwaffe during the war and he said, “You'll
never be able to supply the city of Berlin by air.” But we did it, we and the British and the
French to a lesser extent.

Q: It was quite an effort. | guess the Germans had tried to save their army at Stalingrad
with an airlift which had enemy opposition but it didn't come close.
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What was your feeling towards working in Germany so shortly after the war and coming
from Jewish origin?

RICHMOND: I didn't advertise the fact that | was Jewish but | didn't deny it when it came
up. | tried to separate my personal feelings from my job. Of course, in those days, we still
didn't know the extent of the Holocaust. That was slowly emerging. All | had to go by was
the Stars and Stripes newspaper, radio broadcasts of the Armed Forces Network and the
Post Herald Tribune. The supply of information was accurate enough but it was rather
limited. But wherever | was, | tried to keep the 2 things separate: my own views and the
views of the government that | was representing.

Q: The elite military, the real fighting army, had gone home and the second group that was
staying on was not always the cream of the crop of the military officers. Did you have that
feeling?

RICHMOND: We had our share of carpetbaggers. But we also had career officers. The
army in World War Il was largely a civilian army. The top commanders were military men,
West Point grads, but below that it was largely a civilian army. A lot of those people were
former city administrators, lawyers, college professors, and many of those stayed on and
some stayed on because it was comfortable living. Financially, it was lucrative. We got free
housing. We had access to the PX. You had cheap gas which was something like 10 cents
a gallon. And you lived in Europe. You could travel. So it was nice. But when HICOG took
over, they cleaned out a lot of the carpetbaggers. That's one of the first things they did. In
Bavaria, our commissioner for Bavaria was George N. Schuster, a very prominent Catholic
layman who had been editor of Commonweal magazine and president of Hunter College
in New York, the city college for girls. And he cleaned out some of that dead wood. Then
they decided to get Foreign Service officers assigned to those jobs and gradually the
whole personnel changed.
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Q: This was during the period when the Foreign Service was taking over these jobs, there
would be a transition, and then the Germans would take over completely.

RICHMOND: Yes.
Q: And you were sort of the buffer.
RICHMOND: | was a Kreis Resident Officer.

Q: Many in the Foreign Service came in? This was the incubator of the Cold War Foreign
Service.

RICHMOND: And it was a very useful incubation period. That's where | learned all about
European politics on the local, city, and county level. That helped me in every future
assignment | ever had in the Foreign Service. | started off in Dinkelsbuehl, a big tourist
center, a Middle Ages city that history passed by because the railroad, when the railroad
came to Germany it never went through there. Its fame rests largely on the Thirty Years
War and then more recently modern tourism. | was there only a year, didn't accomplish
much.

Q: What were you supposed to be doing?

RICHMOND: | was supposed to be the eyes and ears of the occupation, reporting on

what was going on, encouraging democracy and working with local groups. | also had a
military installation there. There was a Signal Corps unit up on top of a hill outside the town
that was monitoring Soviet broadcasts from the east. That was probably the reason | was
stationed there. | had 3 counties, but | was in the one that had this military installation.
After a year, | was transferred to another town that nobody ever heard of: Pfaffenhofen,
which is halfway between Ingolstadt and Munich. That was the headquarters of the Signal
Corps unit. Otherwise, they never would have had us there. | was there for a year. Then |
went to Schweinfurt, the big ball bearing center of Europe that had been heavily bombed.
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That was my most interesting assignment. There, | had all the major parties across the
political spectrum of Germany on the local level. The city was Social Democratic. The
surrounding county was agrarian and Christian Social, the Conservative Party. They had
a strong Communist Party in the city. They had the Liberal Party. And | was at the tender
age of 27/28. | sat in this big office that had formerly been the office of the chief judge. |
was the “Gouverneur,” the “governor.”

Q: Back when you were with the military, how did you find the Displaced Persons camps?
These must have been a real problem. These were a bunch of people who were restive
and were refugees sitting in the middle of Germany.

RICHMOND: It was a very difficult problem for us. What we wanted to do was to get them
out of Germany as quickly as possible. They were just sitting there doing nothing and
trying to support themselves with all kinds of black market activities, which was the real
underground economy in Germany in those years. But the processing took time. They had
to be cleared. You had to get countries willing to take them. Our task was to keep them
quiet, settled, and get them out as quickly as possible.

Q: Did you have a problem as the in-between person between the German police
authorities and the refugees? The refugees were out making a living as best they could,
which had to be almost by nature illegal. The Germans sort of like police authority.

RICHMOND: We had no problem that I can recall with the Jewish displaced persons. In
Pfaffenhofen, | had a displaced persons camps of Kalmyks, a Buddhist tribe of Russia who
were exiled by Stalin.

Q: Many of them ended up in New Jersey. Did you get involved in that?

RICHMOND: No. Things were pretty quiet there.
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Q: When | was consul general in Saigon, | had Naran Ibanchukoff, who came from that
Kalmyk thing. He was a CIA officer working with me.

Here you are, a 27 year old governor. Germans move rather quickly into taking over things
for themselves.

RICHMOND: Well, they had a denazificaiton program which initially was very strict and
then became sort of a whitewash job. Eventually, everybody was denazified. Local
government was given to them in 1947 and federal authority in 1949 although the United
States still had some residual powers especially in Berlin, which continued to have a
special status.

Q: How did you find you were able to operate? Were you an observer or a participant?

RICHMOND: | was mostly an observer and was called in only when there was something
that demanded my attention. Because | spoke German by that time, | was often invited

to speak at public meetings where people were debating the issues that were going on

in Germany. | remember one particular meeting? | was invited by the local chamber of
commerce to a debate on freedom of trade, which was a program we were pushing the
German Bundestag to apply which would have ended the guild system. We had all these
refugees from East Germany and Sudetenland, ethnic Germans, who came in with skills in
business and commerce but weren't allowed to practice because they couldn't break into
this guild system which required that you had to pass an exam to show your competence
and they allowed only a certain number. If you had a certain number of butchers in a town,
that was enough. You didn't need any more butchers. We tried to get them to have a
freedom of trade system. | remember standing up there in front of all these businessmen
arguing that this was going to be good for Germany, which it turned out to be. They
eventually adopted this.
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Q: Did you feel that the authorities were getting restive by having these Americans
around?

RICHMOND: No, the Germans were very observant and respective of authority and | was
still the representative of the Besatzungsmacht, the occupation power, and accorded all
rights and privileges.

Q: I imagine, too, that when the airlift finally proved to work, did that change the
atmosphere, did you get a feeling that the Germans were saying, “These guys are
probably going to pull this off?”

RICHMOND: The Germans were very appreciative of all the assistance we gave them.
We gave them a lot of economic aid, food aid. | remember going to many dedications of
housing projects and buildings that had been put up with American aid and there was
usually a plaque on the building, the stars and stripes shield of the United States saying,
“This building was erected with help from the American government.” Also, there was an
undercurrent of feeling that if the Americans weren't here, the Russians would be. So, the
Germans looked upon us as the best they could do under the circumstances.

Q: In view of your later career in the Foreign Service, was there a network of Amerika
hauser or not?

RICHMOND: Oh, yes. | opened a small one in Schweinfurt. In those days we had Amerika
hauser in all the major cities. There was one in Stuttgart, in Nuremberg, in Munich, and |
opened a small one in Schweinfurt, which was little more than a reading room where we
had lectures and so forth.

Q: Were they taking?

RICHMOND: The Germans welcomed it. These were tough times and the Amerika Haus
was always a good place, like any library, where you could go in and find a comfortable
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chair and good light and heat during the winter. You got a number of those people who
came in just to get out of the cold and the rain. But you also had a lot of people, young

students, who were interested in studying English, in listening to the lectures, the music
concerts, the debates we had there. It was like a big community center.

Q: Did you get a feel that the younger generation were a different breed of cat than the
older generation?

RICHMOND: Oh, yes, definitely. They felt that they had not been responsible for the war,
they were not guilty of the atrocities. The Germans had an expression: kollektivshuld,
collective guilt, that they should not be included under that umbrella.

Q: Did you get a feeling that there were a lot of denunciations?
RICHMOND: No, I didn't experience that at all.

Q: I was wondering if people were saying, “Well, he was with the Tukaheinztins” or
something like that.

RICHMOND: No, you get that in Eastern Europe, but you didn't get it so much in Germany.

Q: Schweinfurt. After all, we had bombed the hell out of it. Our raids on the ball bearing
plants? We took a lot of losses there. What was the feeling towards Americans there?

RICHMOND: | encountered no hostility despite the tremendous damage there. We had a
battalion of American troops there in what was called the Constabulary. Their mission was
to patrol the border and be the first to trip wire in case of a Soviet invasion, which people
were seriously considering. The Soviet army was just across the border a few miles away.
For that reason, the Germans were very happy to have us there.

When the Korean War broke out, the army changed a lot of things in its disposition of
forces. | remember some top brass from Frankfurt came down to this little battalion of

Interview with Yale Richmond http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001440



Library of Congress

Constabulary which patrolled the border in jeeps and ordered them to get one of their
companies up on the border tomorrow morning. They had to go up there and pitch their
tents and they were right on our side of the border. They kept rotating. They had one
company up on the border. That was to move the tripwire closer. In those days, everybody
thought the Russians were on the verge of invading Western Europe, which was hogwash.
The Russians had been seriously damaged in the war and they wanted to protect what
they had, the territory in Central Europe that they had conquered, but they had no intention
of starting another third world war.

Q: One of the major concerns was that the Communist Party seemed to have real
clout and might take over particularly in France and Italy. How did you feel about the
communists in Germany?

RICHMOND: In contrast with France and Italy where the Communist Party had been really
strong largely because they had very effective city administrators. In the cities where they
controlled the local government they were good, honest administrators. In Germany after
the war, the communists never had a large following, particularly in Bavaria. The strongest
parties were the conservative parties and the Social Democrats. In the city of Schweinfurt,
that was also true. There was a small Communist Party of dedicated Marxists. | used to go
to some of their meetings just to see what they were doing. They knew who | was. They
knew | was in the audience, never gave me a hard time.

Q: What about Franz Josef Strauss? Was he a presence?

RICHMOND: He was just starting in. He had been appointed the burgermeister of a small
town in the foothills of the Alps. He had not been a Nazi. When the American troops
marched, they looked for people who were not Nazis. That got him his start. Then he went
up to Munich on the state level.
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Q: Did we get involved or were we concerned about the socialists? Socialism was not
necessarily the regime we looked with great favor on.

RICHMOND: The German Social Democratic Party, the SPD, was going through a
transition in those years. You had the old guard, like the British Labour Party, who were
Marxists led by Kurt Shumacher and a much more moderate deputy, Ollendorf. Then
you had a younger generation who was coming up. The party was gradually changing. In
Schweinfurt, the mayor was a Social Democrat, but he was a lawyer, not a worker. A lot
of people sincerely believed that that was the way to alleviate the social ills of Germany
and other countries. On our program of domestic reforms within Germany, the Social
Democrats were our strong supporters, and the Christian Democrats only lukewarm. On
foreign policy, it was just the other way around.

Q: When the Korean War came, did this change? There had been the coup in
Czechoslovakia and that scared the bejesus out of everybody.

RICHMOND: It sure did, and refugees started coming across the border. All of Germany
was very uptight about the whole thing. The coup in Czechoslovakia was not exactly a
coup. Germany was also divided and everybody was thinking, “Well, if there could be a
war in divided Korea, maybe there might be also be a war in divided Germany.” There was
a lot of apprehension about that.

Q: What sort of directions were you getting as this Kreis officer?

RICHMOND: Not enough. We had all kinds of publications and directives on what we
should be doing. We had monthly meetings in Munich. But we were left largely on our own.
| can't recall at any timwell, only once in Schweinfurt, George Schuster and my other boss
came around to visit me, but that was the only time.

Q: Did you get any feeling about the Foreign Service then?
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RICHMOND: When | was stationed in Munich for a year working on the exchange
program, we were in the same building on the Ludwigstrasse with the Consulate General
which at that time we were part of the Consulate General which at that time was the
largest consulate general in the world. We were aware that the consulate general was

in another part of the building but there was no interchange at all. We were there as

the successors to military government and they were doing what consuls usually do.
When | was in Stuttgart my last 2 years, it was quite different. We were integrated into
the Consulate General. We were in the same building. We were the public affairs section
of the Consulate General and we had a lot of contact with the political and economic
sections.

Q: When you left Schweinfurt, is that when you went to Munich?
RICHMOND: | went to Munich for one year working on exchanges.
Q: What did that mean in those days?

RICHMOND: We had a huge exchange program with Germany that brought 13,000 or
more Germans to the United States and to Western Europe. This included everything from
high school students to college students to graduate students to professionals of all kinds,
trade union leaders, government leaders, religious leaders, writers, artists, musicians, a
huge program selecting people. We had joint German-American committees. | served on
many of those committees. We had Germans as well as Americans doing the selection.
They went to the U.S. for periods of anywhere from 90 days to one year for study and
research.

Q: How did the selection process work?

RICHMOND: For the college and high school students, what eventually became Fulbright
programs, they were selected on local levels with local committees. | served on some of
those local committees when | was in Schweinfurt. Then they were selected by a state
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committee and the final selection where we had joint Americans and Germans making the
selection.

Q: What sort of feedback were you getting on this program?

RICHMOND: In those days, it was too early to measure. | had the interesting experience
of being in on the selection of high school students in Schweinfurt and being there a year
later when they came back. Some of them had a marvelous experience and some of them
went on to make careers in U.S. Studies. One of them eventually became a professor at

a university but then immigrated to the United States. One of the girls came back and the
first thing she did was to make a beeline for that American military battalion on the edge of
town to find an American boyfriend. You had all kinds of reactions.

Q: You were in Schweinfurt from when to when?
RICHMOND: It was around '50-'51.

Q: Then from Schweinfurt, you went where?
RICHMOND: Munich for one year.

Q: Was this concentrated on exchanges?

RICHMOND: Yes, exchanges over the whole state of Bavaria. And then we opened an
office in northern Bavaria. It got too big to handle in Munich and we opened a HICOG
office in Nuremberg for Franconia in northern Bavaria. | went there for a year where | was
exchanges officer for all of northern Bavaria.

Q: HICOG stood for what?

RICHMOND: High Commission for Germany. OMGUS was Office of Military Government
U.S.
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Q: Where did you go? How was Munich in those days?

RICHMOND: Munich was reviving. It was doing rather well. The food was plentiful. The
beer was great. There was a wonderful music scene there. | had an apartment that was
literally a hundred yards from the opera house. | could go down there any night and sit in
on any opera | wanted to, which was a marvelous experience.

Q: At this time you were unmarried?

RICHMOND: | was still single.

Q: Then you moved up to northern Bavaria in Nuremberg.
RICHMOND: The big headquarters of the Nazi movement.

Q: You were always looking around for hidden Nazis, weren't you?

RICHMOND: No, by that time that had died. We were interested in a reconstruction
of Germany, the democratization program, and integrating Germany into European
organizations.

Q: What was the feeling on how it was going?

RICHMOND: We thought it was going rather well. Of course, we were still there in a
massive presence. The American officialdom was widespread and really massive. We had
several thousand Americans in the country. Americans still out in the kreis resident officers
were still resident in the major counties. We all felt that after we left we would see what
would happen.

Q: Did you get any feel for the area of French occupation? Was it a different sort of
circumstance?
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RICHMOND: When | was in Stuttgart, we had Landwurtemburg under the consulate
general in Stuttgart and that included the French zone of Baden and this capital in
Freiburg. Things were rather quiet there. There wasn't any industry there to speak of. This
was land that was east of the Rhine River and had been back and forth between Germany
through the centuries. The French had a strong influence there. It was rather quiet and
there wasn't much going on there. The French did not have the same kind of program we
had to democratize Germany. They didn't oppose it but they didn't support it in any way.

Q: You were up in Nuremberg from when to when?
RICHMOND: | think '51-'52.

Q: That big stadium was still there, wasn't it?
RICHMOND: Yes, it was.

Q: Was this used for anything?

RICHMOND: Sports events. That's all.

Q: Any reference to Hutterzeit?

RICHMOND: No, they were trying to live that down.
Q: What were the politics of Nuremberg?

RICHMOND: Nuremberg was also socialist. Nuremberg had really heavy industry. It was
an SPD town.

Q: So, about '52, you left?

RICHMOND: | went to Stuttgart in '52.
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Q: But there was a different setup, wasn't it?

RICHMOND: We were an integral part of the consulate general. Ed Rice was our consul
genera. He was an old China hand. When Senator McCarthy's henchmen swept through
Germany leaving many wrecked careers in their wake, Ed Rice was very vulnerable. They
left him alone for some reason. They never came to Stuttgart.

Q: This is the infamous tour of Cohn and Schine.
RICHMOND: Yes.

Q: These were 2 rather reckless young staffers who went through and created absolute
havoc.

RICHMOND: Pulled books out of libraries, held inquisitions, and wrecked a number of
careers.

Q: Were you there at the time?

RICHMOND: They didn't come to Stuttgart, but | was there at the time they swept through
Frankfurt and Munich.

Q: That was really the nadir off?
Do you know Frank Hopkins?

RICHMOND: Frank Hopkins was a Foreign Service officer who came in after the war. He
was our public affairs officer in Stuttgart and then went to Australia. He had come from
FSI, where he had been deputy director.

Q: Were you feeling McCarthyism? Were people beginning to look over their shoulders
and wonder what the hell was going on?
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RICHMOND: Oh, yes, everybody was wondering whether he or she would be vulnerable.
Later on when | was a student at Columbia University studying Polish history, | was dating
a girl who had leftist sympathies and | remember how | was wondering, are they going to
bother me because | had dated this girl who was left of center?

Q: You were at Stuttgart until when?

RICHMOND: Until the spring of '54.

Q: How about the East Berlin riots of '53? Was that at a flashpoint?
RICHMON